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Syrian President arrives in China

on first visit since beginning of war

WASHINGTON
US. offers temporary work permits
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entente on environment at Senate
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Suspected jihadists have killed 16 civllians, Including four Army
Fa

strengthen en F SUBERsting awdlardes, Iocaland
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Uncertainty ends, Pak. decides to
hold national election in Jan. 2024

Polls were suj

to have taken within 90 «
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F for

b
Sydan President Bashar Asszd amrived In China on Thursday o his
First visit o the cauntry since the start of Syria's 12-year conflict
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since Parfiament was dissolved, but the Electton Commission sald

it needed more time oo redraw conselituencies following the Iatest censs: final list of constitencies will be out an Now: 30

SLAMABAD

akistan will hold
delayed elections
in January next
year, the Election Commis-
slon anmounced on Thars-
day, as lhe COUTUTY grap-

TCRANG 17 3 rally against the i

increase in electricity and fuel prices. InLahore on Thursday, ap

curity crises,

A caretaker
has been ruling Pakistan

! was dis- aw,
wudmm:guus, daysaf
ter the cumiry's most pop-
ular politician, former  have raken place within 50
Prime Minkter Tmmran days, but the Hection
Khan, was imprisoned for  Commission said it needed
pralt and barred fram con-  more me o redraw con-
elections. stituencies following the
Polls were supposed to  latest population census.

“The final llst of consd-
tuencies will be published
on Nowvember 30. Afier
that, the elections will be
held in the last week of Ja-
mary 2024, after a 54-day

ekection  program,” the
Commission  said in a

a date |5 a posltive and sig-
nificant sign, hewever Pa-
kistani politics is 5o unsta-
ble chat one can't predict
what will happen after

Human Rights Commis-
sion of Pakistan said it was
concerned about the scope
ffor instirutions to manipu-
late the electaral process.
Mr. Khan's ouster as
Prime Minister in Apcl last
year sparked months of
potitical drarna, with a de-
fant campaign against the
powerful military colmi
nating in a major crack-

“Tamporary
in the US. before July
i fion, >

'WASHINGTON

Ukrainian President Volod-
myr wan a promise of “sig-
nificant™ new air defence
weapans from the White
House: on Thursday but he
warnted Kytv could bose the
war with Russia il Republi-

can lawmakers e the flow
Dt"hll]lmsrﬂ'nhl]srsh:lLS

military-style shirt on his
second wartime visit 1o

warbous fields®. »

Fareign Ministry said Mr. Assad s visit would “further deepan
politicsl

Zelenskyy wins defence
deal; faces aid battle in US.

Seeking suppart: Volodymy Zeleack y with LS. lavzmakers at the
Capitol Buildirg an Thursday

ceived a hero's welcome
and gave 2 speech to ajoint
session af Congress.

three months,” Hasan As-  down on his Pakistan Teb- | Washington, also falled eo This time a grim-faced
kari Rizvi said. reek-eInsaf panty. The { get the coveted longrange  Mr. Zelensky met Republi-
“Bur all the sufferings of is struggling | US. missiles that Ukralne  can and Democratic lead-
the common people dueto  throngh a biting economic | has been seeking imtheef  ers docked [ a bitter
inflafion and price hlkes downiurm, with business | fort to beat back Predddent  spending battle that could
will have a direct bearing - beur]en:ryingomﬂwmm vlldimlrmtin'ifnus spark a US. government
provided all parties are s} oridestobr joian leader with a $24 bil-
lowed to campaign ami billwmlhe cﬂh-slmpped mcedavxﬂydm'emmpol lion aid package for Uk-
comtest el 4 nation ralne at pik.
added. wrddelﬂumond'theru- tnhisﬁrsl\rlﬁtinl)ecem The hard-right faction
Earlier this month, the  peeand soaringinflation. | ber 2022, when he re dominating the Republl-

Media magnate Rupert Murdoch steps
down as head of News Corp., Fox Corp.

NEW YORK

Rupert Murdoch, the 82-
year-old Australian media
magnate whose creation of
Fax News made him a force
in Amerlcan politlcs, is
stepping down as leader of
both Fox's parent compa-
ny and his Newa Corp, me-
dia hotdings.

Fox said on Thursday
that Mr. Murdoch would
become chairman emeri-
tus of bath compantes, ef-
fective at board meetings
In November. His son, La

chlan, will become News
Corp. chairman and cont-

mmeas chlefexecutive offic-
erof Fax Corp,

Lachlan Murdoch said
that “we are grateful that
he will serve as chalrman
emeritus and know he will
continue to provide vatued
counsel 1o both
companles”.

Besides Fax News, Mur-
doch started the Fox
broadcast network, the
first to successfully chal-
lenge the Big Three ol ABC,
CBS and NBC, with shows
like “The Simpsons". He is
oumer of The Watl Strect
Journal and the New York
Pust.

Fax News Channel has

Rupert Murdoch

profoundly influenced te-
levision and the nation’s
politics sinee Its start in
1996, muking Mr. Murdoch
a hero to some and pariah
to athers. The 24-hour net-
work comverted the power

and enexgy of political ralk
radio 1o television. Within
slx years, It outrated CNN
and MSNBC.

came now. frenically, it is

“The End of Fox News,”™
speculating on what will
happen 1o the nelwm'k

gone.

‘China, Russia must
deepen cooperation’

EBEYING

Beijing's top diplomat tald
President Viadimir Potin
thar China and Russia muse
work to strengthen cooper-
atlon in the face of a “com-
plex international situa
tion”, Chinese srate media
reported on Thursday.
Speaking ar a meeling
with Mr. Putin in 5t Peters-
burg, ar which the Russian

leader accepted an invita-
tion to visit China next
month, Wang Yi said the
“world Is rapidly moving
toward multipolarity™, ac-
cording 1o a readout by
Xinhea news agency.

Mr. Putin, in respohse,

palar world", according to
a readout from the
Kremlin.

can Party is Inereasingly
adamant that the aid spigot
should be tumed off, with
Congress having
apprived $100 billion in
ald to date, including $43
‘billion in weaponry.

eeting
in New York where he
urged the world 10 stand
firm with Ukraine against
Russia's “genocide.”

Armenia decries
Azerbaijan violence

GENEVA

Armenia warned the Unit-
el Nations on Thursday
that Azerbaljan was caxry-
ing out “ethmic cleansing™
and committing a “erime

-Karabakh,
stressing “now it k& in

His comments came ag
Armenlan separatists from
the disputed territory
Joined peace talks with
to Lay down their armns.

er man for polideal offiee,
poliiclans in the United
States and Britain anxlous-
v soughr his approval.
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