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HC warns HR&CE commissioner 
of severe action if order disobeyed
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chennai

THE first bench of  Madras 
High Court consisting of  Chief  
Justice KR Shriram and Jus-
tice Senthilkumar Ramamoor-
thy on Wednesday warned 
the commissioner of  
HR&CE department of  
severe action if  he 
failed to take action on 
temple matters as per 
the court’s orders.

The warning was 
issued on a con-

tempt of  court petition filed by 
advocate B Jaganath seeking to 
punish the officer for wilful 
disobedience of  the order 
passed by the court in 2020 di-
recting the authorities to take 
appropriate action to renovate 
Vijaya Varadraja Perumal  

Temple, Baburayanpet  
in the Chengalpattu 
district.

Pointing to the 
submissions of  the 
petitioner-in-per-
son,  Jag anath, 
along with photos 

of  the dilapidated temple, the 
bench said the department 
could have taken action to pre-
serve the temple, a heritage 
monument.

Directing the authorities 
concerned to take steps to im-
mediately remove the vegeta-
tion on the premises of  the tem-
ple, the bench sought a status 
report to be filed by November 
29. Commissioner of  HR&CE 
PN Sridhar attended the court 
hearing through video-confer-
encing, after the court directed 
him to appear for the hearing.

TV channel lensman 
dies as car rams bike
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Chennai

A 39-year-old Telugu news channel cameraman 
died after a car rammed his two-wheeler near Ma-
duravoyal on Wednesday. Koyambedu Traffic In-
vestigation police said the deceased, Pradeep Ku-
mar of  Pondy Bazaar, worked as a channel 
cameraman and was also a part-time bike taxi 
driver. Around 2 am on Wednesday, Pradeep was 
riding his bike along Maduravoyal-Tambaram 
bypass road when a car rammed into him. Due to 
the impact, he was thrown to the ground a few 
metres away. Police sent the body for postmortem 
and registered a case. The car driver has been 
detained.

2.1 gm meth seized, five men arrested
Chennai: Police arrested five men near Puzhal and 
allegedly seized 2.1 gm of methamphetamine from 
them. The suspects were identified as Kumaravel 
(46), Deepesh (24), Ameer Baashah (23), Parthiban 
and Subash. Police said Kumaravel’s wife was an  
SSI posted at the High Court. Based on a tip-off,  
the police conducted a check near Padi flyover and 
nabbed the gang. The police said that the gang used 
online applications to interact with their customers. 
They were later remanded to judicial custody. ENS

GCC repurposes homeless shelter at 
Kannappar Thidal as printing press

Official says no pressing need for more shelters, but recent survey said 8,331 destitute in city

P R A V E E N A  S  A  @ Chennai

THE corporation-run shelter 
for homeless women at Kanna-
par Thidal, built using DAY-
NULM fund of  `72.4 lakh, is 
now being repurposed as a 
printing press by the Greater 
Chennai Corporation (GCC). 
This action has shed serious 
doubts on the corporation’s 
commitment to rehabilitate the 
destitute.

Sources said the inmates 
were shifted to the Kannappar 
Thidal shelter from a facility in 
Shenoy Nagar over two years 
ago. The shelter was managed 
by Surabi Trust, an NGO that 
has been working in coordina-
tion with the GCC to oversee 
such shelters since 2013. 
Around 35 to 40 women resided 
in this facility. However, in ear-
ly 2024, Surabi withdrew from 
the management responsibility, 
leaving the facility non-opera-
tional. Around 15 inmates 
present during its closure were 
shifted to various other wom-
en’s shelters in the city.

Now it has come to light that 
instead of  identifying another 
qualified NGO to resume opera-
tions, the GCC decided to re-
purpose the shelter into a print-
ing press. When TNIE visited 
the area, the building was 
found undergoing alterations 
to accommodate printing ma-
chines. Ezhumalai A (57), a ven-
dor near the Kannapar Thidal 
shelter, said, “Some homeless 
people had recently come and 
enquired about the facility. But, 
since it has downed shutters, 
they left.”

A zonal-level corporation of-
ficial said the decision to repur-
pose the shelter was taken be-
cause a similar facility was 
available within a 500-metre 
radius.

However, when TNIE visited 
the nearby shelter on Stringers 
Street, it was found that this 
shelter was exclusively for the 
elderly, unlike the one at Kan-
napar Thidal, which also ac-
commodated women aged 50 
and below.

The GCC, once credited for 
increasing shelters from just 
three in 2012 to 54 by 2021 
through NGO partnerships, 
now seems to be reversing its 
progress, with the number cur-
rently reduced to 49. Earlier in 
2024, two buildings funded un-
der the DAY-NULM scheme 
--one in Sholinganallur and an-

other in Elango Nagar, located 
in the Tondiarpet zone -- were 
converted and now, they func-
tion as a munsif-cum-judicial 
magistrate court and a primary 
health centre, respectively.

Sources said the reason for at 
least seven shelters in the city 
remaining non-operational, are 
NGO terminations, withdraw-
als, or the repurposing of  build-
ings. A corporation official told 
TNIE, “As the GCC press build-
ing on Wall Tax Road is cur-
rently under renovation, the 
press has been temporarily re-
located to this shelter. Once the 
renovation is complete, the 
press will be moved back.” 
However, the official did not 
disclose an expected time 
frame.

The official added that while 
the shelters in the city can ac-

commodate a total of  2,450 peo-
ple, they currently house only 
1,300, and that there is no de-
mand for additional shelters. 
However, a recent report by the 
IRCDUC, an NGO, found that 
Chennai is home to a whopping 
8,331 homeless individuals.

Vanessa Peter, the founder of  
IRCDUC, stated, “While many 
people continue to reside in 
homeless situations, especially 
women, children, elderly and 
others, the buildings construct-
ed for shelters are being used 
for other purposes. Repurpos-
ing these shelters built using 
DAY-NULM funds must stop as 
people continue to live on the 
streets. GCC must make efforts 
to strengthen the shelter pro-
grammes in the city by priori-
tising and adopting a compre-
hensive approach.”

‘Work with FIU, 
find cyber crime 
masterminds’
CHENNAI: Cyber Crime ADGP 
Sandeep Mittal has urged the 
police in Tamil Nadu to coordi-
nate with the Union govern-
ment’s Financial Intelligence 
Unit (FIU) to identify and se-
cure higher-level masterminds 
behind cybercrimes, an official 
release on Wednesday said. 
While chairing a review meet-
ing, Mittal emphasised that in-
vestigations into cyber crimes 
should not stop with the identi-
fication of  mule account hold-
ers but must extend to uncover 
entire network by following the 
line of  command. He stressed 
that thorough and dedicated ef-
forts are crucial in cybercrime 
investigations. He informed 
that cybercrime, being an or-
ganised crime, Investigating Of-
ficers must conduct financial 
investigation and freeze assets 
of  accused involved in crime in 
accordance with law.  ENS

Hosp launches health check up at home for elderly
Chennai: Kauvery Hospital at Alwarpet launched a health check up at 
home initiative for elderly persons on Wednesday. Tests such as ECG, 
complete blood count, urine analysis, lipid profile haemoglobin, and 
consultation with geriatrician will be held as part of the check up. ENS

Global Sustainability Award for Chennai metro rail
Chennai: The Chennai Metro Rail Limited (CMRL) has been honoured 
with the Global Sustainability Award 2024 by the Global Energy and 
Environment Foundation (GEEF). The award was presented during the 
Global Sustainable Development Summit 2024 held recently in New 
Delhi. This is in recognition of the metro rail’s contributions to the 
United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly 
through innovative and eco-friendly initiatives, a release stated. ENS

Nerve pain cured with spinal cord stimulator
Chennai: Doctors at Apollo Cancer Centre successfully treated a 
30-year-old patient from Oman, who had been suffering from 
nerve pain, by implanting a spinal cord stimulator. A team of 
doctors performed a dorsal root ganglion (DRG) stimulation 
surgery using the spinal cord stimulator. The DRG is a cluster  
of nerve cell bodies responsible for transmitting sensory 
information from the body to the spinal cord, the hospital said in 
a release.  The patient had endured severe, persistent pain in his 
groin and upper thigh for over two years following surgery for a 
testicular tumour in Oman. After evaluation, doctors identified 
the source of the pain as damage to the genitofemoral nerve in 
the inguinal region. Damage to this nerve during the previous 
surgery had resulted in a condition known as genitofemoral 
neuralgia.  The team implanted a spinal cord stimulator to 
stimulate the nerve and alleviate pain, the release stated. ENS
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CGCON 2024, the first Cosmetic Gynaecology Congress in South India, was held from 
November 16 to 17 at the Radisson Blu Hotel in Egmore. Prof Dr K Narayanasamy, 
V-C of Tamilnadu Dr MGR Medical University was the chief guest. Dr Sandhya Vasan, 
Organising Secretary and HOD and Senior Consultant – Obstetrics & Gynaecology & 
IVF, SIMS Hospital, also spoke on the occasion |  EXPRESS

The PM 2.5 level recorded at Alandur 
on Wednesday. Nitrogen dioxide 
level was at 7 µg/m3 against the 
prescribed standard of 80 µg/m3

55 µg|m3


